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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEGS, LI 

SUBJECT: LOS: LIBERIAN EXTENSION OF TERRITORIAL SEA TO 200 
MILES 

REF: A. MONROVIA 190 B. MONROVIA 251 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO RAISE AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL 
POINTS PARA 2 IN RESPONSE TO THE RECENT GOL DECLARATION OE 
A 200-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA, IN ATTEMPT TO CONVINCE GOL TO 
RESCIND OR SIGNIEICANTLY MODIEY ITS DECLARATION. DEPARTMENT 
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IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED WITH DECLARATION, WOULD LIKE TO MAKE 
CLEAR THAT IT IS CONTRARY TO MUTUAL INTERESTS AND HOPES GOL 
WILT, AMEND OR RESCIND IT. WE ARE NOT MAKING A EORMAL PRO- 
TEST OE GOL ACTION AT THIS TIME. WITH REGARD TO THE LOS 
NEGOTIATIONS, WE BELIEVE THERE IS NO RPT NO POSSIBILITY OP 
WIDESPREAD AGREEMENT ON A TERRITORIAL SEA GREATER IN BREADTH 
THAN 12 MILES. WE HOPE THAT THE GOL DECLARATION DOES NOT 
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CREATE AN OBSTACLE TO ITS ACCEPTANCE OF BROAD CONSENSUS ON 
12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA AT THE CONFERENCE. WHILE US AND A 
NUMBER OF OTHER NATIONS HAVE EXTENDED OR INTEND IN NEAR 
FUTURE TO EXTEND JURISDICTION TO 200 MILES FOR FISHERIES 
PURPOSES, VERY FEW NATIONS HAVE CLAIMED 200-MILE TERRITORIAL 
SEAS. IT IS CLEAR THAT 200-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA CLAIMS WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED OR OBSERVED BY US. 

2.-THE US AND LIBERIA HAVE COOPERATED ON A WIDE RANGE OF 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, INCLUDING THE LAW OF THE SEA. WE 
BELIEVE THAT LIBERIA SHARES OUR VIEW OF THE DESIRABILITY 
OF ATTAINING A WIDELY-ACCEPTABLE LOS TREATY. 

-WE ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED BY THE GOL'S RECENT DECLARA- 
TION TO EXTEND ITS TERRITORIAL SEA FROM 12 TO 200 NAUTI- 
CAL MILES. AT THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE THERE IS 
BROAD AGREEMENT ON A 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA AND 200-MILE 
ECONOMIC ZONE. 

-IF THE GOL IS PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH PROTECTION OF 
LIVING RESOURCES OFFSHORE (PRIOR TO THE CONCLUSION OF A 
LOS TREATY), WE BELIEVE THAT A LIMITED FUNCTIONAL APPROACH 
IS MORE APPROPRIATE. WE NOTE IN THIS REGARD THAT THE GOL 
HAS ALREADY ESTABLISHED A 200-MILE FISHERIES ZONE. WE BE- 
LIEVE THAT WITHIN SUCH A ZONE, A STATE MAY EXERCISE SIG- 
NIFICANT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY AND ENFORCEMENT JURISDICTION 
OVER COASTAL SPECIES OF FISH. 

-THE USG DOES NOT OBSERVE 200-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA CLAIMS. 
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-WE BELIEVE THAT LIBERIA SHARES OUR INTEREST IN FREEDOM 
OF NAVIGATION ON THE BROADEST EXPANSE OF HIGH SEAS INCLUD- 
ING THE 200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE TO BE ESTABLISHED BY THE 
LOS TREATY. 

-WE HOPE THAT THE GOL WILT. AMEND OR RESCIND ITS DECLARA- 
TION. 


VANCE 
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